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Dear Fellow Intruders, 
Intruders always have many reasons to be proud, but es-

pecially so this calendar year.  2016 has brought us together 
for four major events.  EVENT ONE, our 2016 Reunion, left 
nearly 450 of us smiling as we returned home, having spent 
time with friends and shared stories together.  The Reunion 
Team did another great job, and we all soaked up the joy of 
being together again.  

EVENT TWO occurred on 25 June in Virginia Beach for 
the dedication of the Intruder Tribute at the beachfront Naval 
Aviation Memorial Park.  Open to all visitors, and sharing 
space with other etched granite panels and bronze statuary, 
it is a great and visible testament to the site of the A-6 for its 
entire operating life.  About 300 local folks and those who 
traveled enjoyed a morning dedication followed by a BBQ 
picnic at Oceana.

Tailhook 2016 was EVENT THREE, and about 40 Intrud-
ers gathered for the Clyde Cain brokered, Intruder Breakfast 
on Saturday morning.  Our shared ATTACK READY ROOM 
provided space and beverages nonstop for the weekend, and, 
with our hosting a couple of vendor events, the entire room 
rental and beverage costs were covered—Pretty Efficient!!

EVENT FOUR was the Veterans’ Day celebration at 
Boeing Field – where the latest Intruder Tribute was dedi-
cated.  A half day seminar was held followed by a reception 
with a few hundred attendees.  It was a great chance for a 
Northwest gathering that drew Intruders from near and far. 
This fourth dedication is the final installation under current 
projects until plans for a subsequent site or two become 
finalized.  Great Job for each site and monument by Larry 
Yarham, with help at each location by several hard working 
volunteers.  Members’ generosity has been superb, and these 
Tributes will teach tens of thousands of visitors about the 
A-6 and those folks who built, maintained, flew, and fought 
them.

We have received notes of concern over the years when 
Intruders have come upon an A-6 on display which has a 

deteriorated condition.  This is heart-
breaking.  We have recently begun 
a joint effort with the new Director, 
National Naval Aviation Museum 
in Pensacola, CAPT Sterling Gil-
liam, and our own Denny Westhoff, 
to flush out and refine the list of 
all A-6s on Display, so that we can 
formulate potential scenarios to sup-
port the continued proper care and 
appearance of these proud steeds.  

CAGMO Westhoff has accepted the lead in getting the In-
truder Association fully informed and postured to help where 
we can.  He will develop a method that coordinates with both 
the Pensacola Museum, which still owns these A-6s, as well 
as the local custodians who have legal obligations to sus-
tain them.  More to come as Denny plows some fresh soil.  
Each of you can help by providing CAGMO with current 
photographs that document the condition of A-6s near you!  
Please ensure these are labeled for proper cataloging.  It is a 
complex effort that will require time, but it will bring a good 
result and engage many Intruders who might be willing to 
assist. 

We are reminded that we lose a few members each year, 
and 2016 has been no exception.  So, when you get a call to 
renew membership or learn that a friend has not done so yet, 
please realize how much we value each Intruder and want 
all of us to stay connected for as long as we can do so. Play 
a role yourself.  I must, and always will, remind each mem-
ber that our efforts to keep the Association robust and our 
membership strong only happens by the work of many hands 
– not simply those of the Board Members.  You are each 
Membership Committeemen.  Reach out to your friends and 
encourage them to remain active as well! 

FUZED BOMBS ON TARGET FIRST PASS
T. Lad  

99 Intruders: Listen Up!
• Intruder Association Scholarship. Applications for the 2017-2018 school year open on 

15 December 2016 and close on 15 March 2017.
• Squadron History Article. Windscreen is looking for your squadron’s input to our new 

project of writing a short squadron history covering your logo, your name, and a brief 
overview of your major campaigns and aircraft. See the “Moonlighters” write-up in this 
edition of Windscreen for an example of what we are seeking.

• Verify Your Contact Information. Before you put away this edition of Windscreen 
please take the time to log on to the Intruder Association website and verify your contact 
information! Also, please let us know if any of your shipmates’ memberships have fallen 
by the wayside. Help bring your buddies back aboard!
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froM the edItor

Without a doubt, 2016 can be considered a great year for 
reunions in the A-6 world. Not only did the Intruder Association 
enjoy a huge blowout reunion in San Diego, but we also saw 
another big reunion amongst the Northwest Intruders this past 
summer and a VA-35 bash in Virginia Beach back in January. 
Our Intruder Association membership is at an all-time high, and 
the number of Intruders missing from our membership list is at 
an all-time low. Let’s face it: we enjoy the company of our fellow 
Intruders. We deployed together. We fought together. We had fun 
together. We have left our mark on the aviation community, and 
we enjoy getting together to reminisce about our experiences.

The Intruder Association has just completed placing the final 
“Intruder Tribute” display at the Museum of Flight in Seattle. 
The dedication ceremony for the Tribute was a major public 
event – similar to the event we held in Virginia Beach this past 
summer. Our Intruder Tributes stand out as high quality monu-
ments to all of those Intruders who have given of themselves in 
service of their country. 

In this issue of Windscreen, we will share the wrap-up of the 
final two Intruder Tribute installations – Virginia Beach and Se-
attle. You will read the news about our latest Intruder Scholarship 
winner, and you will be brought up to date on our membership 
and financial health.

Hopefully, you will enjoy the review of our highly successful 
San Diego reunion. It was four days of fun in the Southern Cali-
fornia sun with beautiful weather and plenty of food and drinks 
to go around. Old friendships were renewed, and our favorite 
stories were shared. A major highlight of the weekend was the 
captivating story-telling of our distinguished guest speaker – for-
mer A-6 pilot and author, Stephen Coontz – who told us the tales 
of his days in the cockpit of the Intruder.

You will also read Dave Williams’ article about the Northwest 
Intruders’ summer get-together at the Oak Harbor Yacht club. 
Our very active Whidbey Island group holds regular reunions 
for its local membership. Once again, this is another venue for 

Intruders to get together to share their stories.
In previous issues of Windscreen, I asked all of you to join 

me in our efforts to tell our story by sending me your articles, 
pictures, and names of those who flew and maintained the In-
truder. I want to thank John “Sneds” Snedeker, and the members 
of VA-35 for following up with the story and photo from their 
reunion this past January. It was at that same reunion that our 
community learned the rest of the story of the amazing capture 
and subsequent release of our ‘Desert Storm’ A-6 crew. VA-35 
shared that story as well in our spring 2016 issue of Windscreen. 
Articles such as this really tell the story of who we are and where 
we have been.

Intruders have many reasons to be proud. We have a dis-
tinguished past, and a history of success in battle, of course. 
But even today, we can be seen giving back to the community 
with our scholarships, our wreath layings, and our donations of 
Tribute monuments to aviation museums. All of these events 
have one thing in common – they tell the story of the Intruder 
community.

In order to give you all a venue to tell YOUR story, this edi-
tion of Windscreen begins a new section devoted to the squad-
rons and their histories. It is our hope that you will each des-
ignate a squadron representative to step up to the plate and tell 
your story! Where did you get your name? What is the signifi-
cance of your logo? Where and when did your squadron deploy? 
Who or what made you famous?

The Intruder history is a fantastic story and one that needs to 
be shared. I want to thank all of you for continuing to provide 
Windscreen with current, interesting information for all of us to 
read. This is your venue. The word will not get out unless you 
share it with your shipmates and squadron buddies. Please con-
tinue to send me your pictures and words, and I will continue to 
share them with your fellow Intruders. We all want to hear your 
story!

Wheels up! Wads  

Telling Our Story

the Intruder AssocIAtIon scholArshIP fund

At the Intruder Association’s first biennial reunion in 2008, 
our membership voted to endow a scholarship fund that would 
honor the memory of the 251 members of our community 
comrades who gave their lives in service to their country 
while flying the A-6 Intruder. 

Our scholarship fund is administered by the Tailhook As-
sociation’s Educational Foundation, which evaluates appli-
cants and makes the award determination in accordance with 
the standards of the program. Current fund levels support an 
annual award of $2400.

To be eligible for consideration for a Tailhook Educational 

Foundation scholarship, an individual must be a high school 
graduate and the natural, step, or adopted son, daughter or 
grandchild of a current or former member of the A-6 In-
truder community who has served in any position, ashore or 
afloat. Eligible applicants must be accepted for undergradu-
ate enrollment at an accredited college or university.

Scholarship forms are available yearly after December 
15th of the current year and submission normally closes 
by the middle of March of the year following. Interested 
applicants can find full information and forms on the IA 
website. 
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2016 Intruder AssocIAtIon scholArshIP

At each Tailhook Reunion’s 
Saturday luncheon, new 
donations are presented 

to the Tailhook Educational Fund 
(TEF), whose scholarship count 
now exceeds 100 annual awardees.  
The Intruder Association Scholar-
ship is fully funded by members of 
the Intruder Association and various 
fund raising efforts, and the ad-
ministration of the annual award is 
done in concert with the TEF, which 
staffs the annual application review 
and selection process.

Northwest Intruders, Marine In-
truders, Reunion Teams, and a few 
individuals have earmarked spe-
cific funds to enhance the Intruder 
Scholarship, and because of these 
acts of unselfish generosity, we were 
able to deposit another $17,000 into 
the Intruder Scholarship Fund itself.  
This will grow the size of the annual 
grant to better meet the rising costs 
young scholars must overcome 

The recipient of the 2016 Intruder Association scholar-
ship is Miss Jessica Gardiner of Lexington Park, 
Maryland. She is a recent Honors graduate of St. 

Mary’s Ryken High School, Leonardtown, Maryland, and has 
been accepted into the Doctor of Physical Therapy program 
at Shenandoah University.

Jessica graduated in the top 10% of her high school class, 
achieving a 4.47 GPA by completing several college-level 
courses in addition to the regular course of study while serv-
ing as Vice President of the Theodore Ryken chapter of the 
National Honor Society. An avid runner, Jessica participated 
in cross country, indoor track, and outdoor track and field. 
She has also made community service a priority, logging over 
700 hours in various church, school, and community volun-
teer activities.

Jessica plans to major in biology while pursuing her de-
gree in physical therapy. Her ultimate objective is to become 
an active duty physical therapist in the military. In her own 
words, “Physical therapy has always been my career goal 
because I want to be able to help those injured or impaired 
to get back to their normal lives. I would like to be able to 
do this for the men and women who risk their lives for our 
country and make a sacrifice for everyone.”

Intruders uP the Ante At tAIlhook 2016

By Pete Young

Jessica is the daughter of 
Joseph L. Gardiner, III, an A-6E 
Bombardier/Navigator who 
flew with VA-85 and VA-34 and 
retired from the Navy in 2010 
after completing a 20-year career. 
Joseph and his wife Trina cur-
rently reside in Lexington Park, 
Maryland. 

This year the Tailhook Educational Foundation received 
a total of 18 applications for the Intruder Association Schol-
arship. Every one of these applicants was an exceptional 
student with admirable academic records and extracurricular 
involvement. Average SAT score was close to 1900 – plac-
ing the group in the top 12% nationwide. Several applicants 
scored in the top 5%. Their sponsors from the Intruder com-
munity were evenly split between fathers and grandfathers. 

enroute to getting their degrees.  Doing so is in alignment with TEF’s strategy to hold 
the current number of awards stable, but apply all new funding to enhance the value 
of each award.  We expect to continue this method as additional scholarship earmarks 
are received.

Fortunately, a dozen Intruders in attendance were able to stand up and present 
these additional funds to the TEF Chair at the Saturday luncheon as pictured. 
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Northwest INtrUDer trIBUte DeDIcatIoN at  
seattle’s MUseUM of flIght 

INTRUDER TRIBUTE Now A PERmANENT PART of  
VIRgINIA BEAch NAVAl AVIATIoN moNUmENT PARk

It was definitely an “Intruder day” Saturday, June 25, 
2016, as more than 200 members of the Intruder Associa-
tion and invited guests gathered under a cool, cloudy sky 
with limited visibility to place the first Intruder Tribute in an 
outdoor environment at the Naval Aviation Monument Park 
in Virginia Beach, Va.

Precisely the kind of weather the venerable, all-weather 
medium attack aircraft was designed for.

Among those in attendance were many Navy and Marine 
Corps pilots and bombardier-navigators, or “B/Ns,” with 
vivid recollections of thousands of combat hours launching 
from carrier flight decks and delivering their payloads with 
pin-point precision under the cover of weather just like today. 
Several recalled with fondness the life-long bonds formed 
with their fellow aviators during those troubled times, while 
others shed tears as they focused on the names of those who 
did not return, forever etched on the “In Memory of” panels.

Admiral (Ret) Joe Prueher, a veteran A-6 pilot who flew 
combat missions in Vietnam, was the guest speaker for the 
event. He fondly recalled some of his memorable experiences 
in the Intruder while acknowledging some of his many ship-
mates in the crowd.

Also making remarks was Rear Admiral J.R. Haley, 
Commander, Naval Air Force Atlantic. Haley began his 
Navy aviation career as an A-6 B/N and later completed pilot 
training. He has logged hours in the A-6, EA-6B “Prowler,” 
EA-18G “Growler” and F/A-18E’ Super Hornet.”

The Northwest Intruder Tribute was dedicated in style at 
Seattle’s Museum of Flight on a beautiful and warm Veter-
ans Day, 11 November 2016. The day’s events began with a 
concert by the Boeing Band and a Veterans Day ceremony 
for all in attendance at the museum. Intruder events began at 
1400, with a symposium showcasing the Intruder’s role in 
both Vietnam and Desert Storm. The symposium panel was 
moderated by past President Larry Yarham. The Vietnam 
segment was presented by Greg Wood and Steve Coonts for 
Navy operations, and Bruce “Gator” Byrum presenting the 
war from the Marine Corps perspective. “Desert Storm – First 
72 Hours” was presented by Butch Bailey, who was directly 
involved in the planning and execution of the air war. 

Following the symposium, approximately 400 enthusiastic 
attendees assembled in the Museum of Flight’s new Aviation 

Pavilion for the program dedicating the Intruder Tribute. 
The Tribute stands adjacent to the museum’s display A-6 
aircraft bearing the markings of Whidbey-based VA-52, 
with the side number 502. On each side of the canopy ap-
pear the names of LT Roger Lester, pilot, and his bombar-
dier/navigator LT Harry Mossman, who were lost on a mis-
sion in Vietnam in August 1972, flying an aircraft with the 
call sign Viceroy 502. Appropriately, Viceroy 502 stands the 
watch alongside the Northwest Intruder Tribute as perpetual 
monuments to the “Intruder Legend,” to all who built, flew 
and maintained the A-6 Intruder, and especially to all who 
made the supreme sacrifice while serving in the A-6 com-
munity. 

The color guard for the ceremony was provided by the 
Oak Harbor High School NJROTC, and Oak Harbor’s 

By AIRLANT Deputy PAO, Mike Maus

By Dave Williams

Virginia Beach Mayor Will Sessoms praised naval avia-
tion’s presence at NAS Oceana, and then assisted Intruder As-
sociation members as they unveiled the Intruder Tribute.

There are now four Intruder Tributes prominently dis-
played around the United States.

The prototype Tribute was dedicated at the 2014 Intruder 
reunion at the National Naval Aviation Museum in Pensacola, 
Fla. A replacement Tribute, prominently displaying all the 
donor names, is now on display next to the A-6 Intruder in 
Hangar One of the Pensacola Museum.

The Cradle of Aviation in Garden City, Long Island, N.Y. 
now displays Tribute number two next to their A-6F Intruder, 
and the third Tribute is in Seattle awaiting completion of the 
museum annex under construction at Boeing Field’s Museum 
of Flight. A dedication ceremony is planned for Veterans Day, 
November 11.

Tribute Four, the first one to be placed in an outdoor 
environment, is significantly different from the previous 
Tributes. Its shape was modified to conform to the design of 
the existing structure. It also features all Navy and Marine 
Corps Intruder squadron logos; Intruder aircraft operations; 
A-6 photos and graphics; Pilot, NFO, Aircrew and Enlisted 
Warfare wings; A-6 Intruder historical and educational data 
and photos; panels listing names of $500 and $1,000 donors; 
and “In Memory Of” panels.

-USN-  
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Larry Yarham presents the official Intruder Tribute transfer docu-
mentation to Doug King, President and CEO of Seattle’s Museum 
of Flight. 

Daybreak Trio performed the National Anthem and “America 
the Beautiful.” The invocation and benediction were rendered 
by the incomparable David Lura, who is chaplain for Oak 
Harbor Area Council, Navy League. Larry Yarham served 
as Master of Ceremonies. The first speaker was Mr. Chuck 
Spielman, of “Only Yesterday Classic Autos” and Hall of He-
roes fame, and who hosted tours for our San Diego reunion in 
April. Mr. Spielman is a true patriot and a strong friend of the 
Intruder community, who was a schoolmate of Harry Moss-
man. Next came the formal presentation of the Intruder Trib-
ute memorial to the Museum of Flight, with Larry Yarham 
representing the Association and Mr. Doug King, President 
and CEO, representing the museum. The Tribute was un-
veiled by Mr. Bill Moore and Harrison Moore, LT Mossman’s 
son and grandson, Mr. King, Mr. Spielman and 
museum curator Doug Hagedorn. The unveiling 
was followed by Mr. King’s remarks, in which he 
was abundantly clear in his appreciation for the 
Tribute and his admiration for the spirit, emotion 
and heart he saw that day from our community. 
Guest speaker for the event was our own Steve 
Coonts, who once again was eloquent and ac-
curate in his characterization of the Tribute as a 
memorial not only to an aircraft, but to the people 
of our community as well. Following his heartfelt 
and emotional remarks about the “Intruder Leg-
end” and all who lived it, Mr. Coonts concluded 
with the following: “When the world gets to be 
too much with you, come back here, visit this 
stone tribute, and renew your faith in your fellow 
Americans.” The text of his remarks is available 
on the IA web site, and it is recommended read-
ing. 

Participating in the event were Oak Harbor’s 
Mayor Bob Severns and his wife Rhonda, CAPT 
and Mrs. Geoff Moore, Commanding Officer, Na-

val Air Station Whidbey 
Island, CAPT and Mrs. 
Scott Farr, Commander 
Electronic Attack Wing, 
Pacific, RDML and Mrs. 
Gary Mayes, Command-
er Navy Region North-
west, RDML Marcus 
Hitchcock, Commander 
Carrier Strike Group 
THREE, and Senator 
Barbara Bailey and 
husband CAPT Butch 
Bailey, USN (Ret.) 

Also in the audience 
were Ms. Rocky Harvey, 
widow of LT Mossman, 
her son Bill Moore, and 
LT Mossman’s grand-
son, Harrison Moore, 
along with 14 attendees 
from the town of Morton, WA, where LT Lester grew up. 

A reception followed the dedication ceremony in the 
Museum of Flight’s Skyline Room which was decorated with 
Intruder aircraft and squadron memorabilia and filled with 
Intruder flight jackets, many of which seem to have shrunk in 
the years since they were retired from active service. 

All in all, 11 November 2016 was a Veterans Day which 
will long live in the memories of all of those in the Intruder 
family who were privileged to share this most memorable 
Intruder Tribute dedication. The Association and the Intruder 
community owe much appreciation to the Intruder event 
planning team led by Dave Williams, Paul Bloch, Greg 
Wood, Dave Papenhausen and John Griffing for their months 
of planning and hard work. They truly did us proud. 
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Bravo Zulu to our West Coast Intruders for hosting 
an outstanding party! On April 14th, nearly 450 
Intruders swooped into San Diego for a four-day 

bash with all of the trimmings. The early spring weather 
was perfect, the skies were clear, and we made our pres-
ence known!

The Crowne Plaza in Old Town was “Reunion Cen-
tral” – a great venue in a great location – just 10 minutes 
from everything in San Diego. The reunion committee - 
Larry Yarham, Pete Young, Holly Jo, John Vivoli, Chuck 
Reeves, Jim Beck, and Clyde Cain - had an outstanding 
plan. They thought of everything and still found a way 
to return some savings to the Intruder Association. 

Our hosts greeted us on Thursday afternoon with 
a check-in process that was smooth and efficient. Ev-
erything just flowed right to the poolside Happy Hour 
where we basked in the southern California springtime 
sunshine as old friends continued to arrive and join the 
party. The plan also included a fantastic Brazilian BBQ 
by the pool that lasted well into the evening. Needless to 
say, there was no shortage of great food and beverages!

Friday was touring day with options to enjoy all 
that San Diego has to offer. Some of us visited the USS 
Midway and the Intruder Ready Room. Others chose to 
see the Maritime Museum, the Embarcadero, and the 
Seaport Village. Still others, chose to take the Ramona 
wine tour. Our entourage regrouped late in the afternoon 
as many Intruders took to the sea for the evening Horn-
blower cruise on San Diego Harbor. Word has it that a 
few squadrons of Marines also raided a local Mexican 
Cantina in Old Town…

We conducted our business meeting on Saturday 
morning. TLad presided over the discussions of where 
we are, where we’ve been, and where we are headed. 
We heard the plan for the installation of the remaining 
Tributes in Virginia Beach and Seattle. We saw an in-
depth presentation from Michael Novak, SES OPNAV, 
N99B detailing the Navy’s plans for the future. After the 
meeting, it was back to the pool, the golf course, and the 
southern California sun.

By Ken Waidelich

Intruders InvAde sAn dIego!

Welcome Intruders!

Plenty to Eat!

Hi TLad!

The highlight of Saturday evening was our Intruder 
Banquet with our keynote speaker – famous author and 
former A-6 pilot, Stephen Coonts. It came as no sur-
prise that this was a captivating speech with great sto-
ries about his Navy days and hints about his upcoming 
works. Most of all, this was an inspiring and motivating 
reminiscence of all of our glory days, and the pride we 
all share for being part of something greater than our-
selves. Who, but a fellow Intruder, could hit the target so 
well and bring our own memories back to life? It was a 
great evening!
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reunIon 2016

“Naval Aviation, which for me was A-6 Intruders, was 
the great adventure of my life. It was one of those rare 
instances in life when the reality lives up to its advanced 
billing. Actually, the reality was better than anything I 
dreamed it could be.”

“A-6s were something special because they carried a 
crew of two. That meant the A-6 squadrons were large, 
with many diverse personalities. Later, when I tried to 
write a novel about the experience, that wonderful human 
zoo gave me plenty of inspiration.” 

“That is not to say I liked everyone I met along the 
way, because I am no saint and only a saint could do that. I 
met some jerks and I met some fantastic officers who rose 
to very high positions in the Navy. But most of the people 
I met were like me, serving their country, doing the best 
they could, and eventually, sooner or later, they left the 
service and got on with the rest of their lives. They were 
the same type of men who served with George Washing-
ton, with U.S. Grant, who fought in the trenches of France, 
who manned the destroyers and destroyer escorts in the 
Battle of the Atlantic, who went ashore on Guadalcanal 
and Iwo Jima, who manned SBDs and torpedo planes to 
hit the Japanese task force at Midway. I am so proud that I 
was one of them.”

“All of us carry Naval Aviation with us everywhere we 
go, every day.” 

“The novel and the movie are about blood. As is naval 
aviation. As is war. The Intruder crews were American 

warriors riding the 
hard, sharp, deadly 
tip of the arrow. 
Some of them 
gave their lives, 
and some of them 
spent an early stint 
in hell as prison-
ers of the North 
Vietnamese.”

“I didn’t get 
shot down, and 
obviously I didn’t 
die. My luck was 
better than those 
who did, and be-
lieve me, it was only luck. So I tried to tell their story, your 
story, our story, for all of us. For Each Other.” 

“I ended my telephone call with Sam Sayers a few 
weeks ago with a question. ‘Knowing all you know now 
about naval aviation and the political mess that was the 
Vietnam War, if you had it to do over again, would you do 
it?’ Sam spoke for me, and perhaps all of us, when he said, 
‘Hell, yes!’ Thank you… and God Bless America.” 

Pictures from the Ready Room and the Banquet events 
at the 2016 Intruder Reunion in San Diego, are currently 
on our website, www.intruderassociation.org, under the 
Multimedia/Gallery pull-down on the homepage.  

BagpipesTLad Speaks at Dinner

Stephen Coonts – Guest Speaker

Sunday morning came along too quickly. It seemed 
that we had just toasted our first hello, and we were now 
saying, “Adios” to our squadron mates once again. We 
departed the pattern on Sunday and vowed to meet again 
in two years. We will reconvene in Virginia Beach in 
2018. See you then! Cheers!

Below are some excerpts from Stephen Coonts’ 
speech. Intruder Association members can find the 
complete transcript online in the members’ area at 
www.intruderassociation.org.
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northwest Intruder suMMer rendezvous

On Sunday, 21 August 2016, a group of 73 happy In-
truder guys, their spouses, and their significant others 
gathered for another great Northwest reunion. The 

event was held again this year at the beautiful Oak Harbor 
Yacht Club, overlooking the marina and Oak Harbor Bay, 
with Intruder Association banners proudly displayed. We 
enjoyed a delicious meal catered by the Yacht Club’s Cater-
ers, along with a great keg of Stella, courtesy of the Intruder 
Association.

This year’s rendezvous marked, almost to the day, the 17 
August 1966 arrival of the first three Intruders at NAS Whid-
bey Island. Our program commemorated that event. With 
the invaluable help of the families of two of the pilots who 
brought the Intruder to Whidbey on that sunny day 50 years 
ago, we enjoyed a nostalgic slide show entitled 

“Remembering the Beginning”. Material for the presenta-
tion came largely from Fred Holmes’ widow, Marie Rich-
mond, and from the family of Buzz Eidsmoe. Both Fred and 
Buzz were tragically lost in combat in Vietnam.

We were blessed this year with the presence of Thelma 
White, her daughter Pam, Kelly Siebecke (daughter of the 
Dancing Bear), Kathy Shurtleff, and Carol Reilly. The pres-
ence and participation of these Intruder ladies underscore the 
importance of our legendary Intruder family – always have 
been, and always will be.

We were, of course, saddened by the long list of those 
shipmates who have departed from us in the past year, as we 
observed a moment of silence in their honor. 

Intruder Association Webmaster, Jack Jordan, and his 
super-organized bride, Linda, once again contributed hugely 
to the event. Linda did her typical outstanding job as greeter, 
money taker, record keeper, and intimidator of those who had 
allowed their membership to lapse. Also invaluable to the 
success of the reunion was the hard work of Dick Toft, who 
helped with the setup, and Greg Smith, whose tech savvy 
made all of the electronics work as they were supposed to.

We once again enjoyed an auction, and the donation 
jar was passed. By the end of the evening, those generous 
Intruder folks present had donated an impressive $650 to be 
added to our Association’s scholarship fund.

The Northwest Region’s next event will take place in the 
February / March timeframe, with details to be announced.

Whidbey was, as always, awesome in its beauty. At the 
end of the day, a wonderful experience was shared by all, 
with many memories of when we were all young and bullet-
proof – 50 years ago. Wish you all could have been there.

Tugg Thomson and Dave Williams manned an Intruder 
Assn booth at this year’s NAS Whidbey Open House in June. 
They had the privilege of “talking Intruder stuff” with lots of 
visitors who were either part of, or impressed by, the Intruder 
legend. This August 17th marked the 50th anniversary of the 
arrival of the A-6 at Whidbey. 

By Dave Williams
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vA-35 desert storM 25th AnnIversAry reunIon

Twenty-five years ago, VA-35 was onboard the USS 
Saratoga in the Red Sea as part of the US and coalition 
force that unleashed DESERT STORM against Saddam 

Hussein. The squadron flew the A-6E INTRUDER on day and 
night strike missions, delivering over 1.7 million pounds of 
bombs on heavily defended targets. Each year since, squad-
ron aircrew have made phone calls to each other all across the 
country on the Jan 16, 1991 anniversary of the first night’s 
strikes. 

This year, the squadron gathered at a Virginia Beach 
oceanfront hotel for a 2-day reunion to commemorate the 
event. Thirty aircrew were reunited – some not having seen 
each other in decades – for a Friday night Flight Jacket recep-
tion and a Saturday evening formal banquet. “The turnout 
was phenomenal … we had our Deputy Airwing Commander, 

By John “Sneds” Snedeker

CO, XO, Department Heads, and a majority of the JOs all 
together again,” commented one attendee. Others who could 
not attend called in via cellphones during the Saturday eve-
ning dinner. 

One highlight was the riveting story told by former LTs 
Bob Wetzel and Jeff Zaun, who were shot down together dur-
ing a night strike and endured as POWs. The squadron also 
received a personal Bravo Zulu note from former President 
George H.W. Bush that was read to the audience along with 
listening to recordings of the POTUS address to the Nation 
announcing the commencement of Operation Desert Storm.

The weekend culminated with old friendships renewed, 
priceless memories, and starting the planning process for the 
next reunion. 

A-6E Intruders of VA-35 embarked on USS Saratoga (CV 60) - 1991. A-6E of VA-35 on cat of USS Saratoga (CV-60) 1991.
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Commissioned at the brand new Marine 
Corps Air Station Cherry Point, NC on 
June 1st, 1943, Marine Scout Bomber 

Squadron 332 (VMSB-332) soon deployed to 
the Pacific theater during World War II, to fly the 
SBD Dauntless dive bomber. One year later, while 
deployed at Ewa, Hawaii, the squadron transitioned 
to the TBM Avenger and was designated Marine Torpedo 
Bombing Squadron 332 (VMTB-332).

VMTB-332 was decommissioned in San Diego following 
the war in 1945. The squadron was re-commissioned at Marine 
Corps Air Station Miami in 1952 as Marine Attack Squadron 
332 (VMA-332) to fly the F6F Hellcat, and later, the F4U Cor-
sair. During the Korean conflict, the squadron was deployed in a 
combat role on board USS Bairoko to replace VMF-312. This is 
where the squadron found its identity. 

In what was perhaps a tongue-in-cheek statement mock-
ing the famous white and black checkerboard design used by 
VMF-312, the squadron painted a white field around the cowling 
of their Corsairs and adorned it with red polka dots. The newly 
nicknamed “Polka Dots” also took advantage of their tail desig-
nation, which at the time contained the letters, “MR”.

They saw this as an abbreviation for “Mister” – a title that is 
used for a gentleman. Being the true gentlemen that they were, 
the Polka Dots decided to change their logo to a hat and cane 
since no true gentleman would be seen without these important 
accessories. The squadron has continued to use the polka dot 
logo with the hat and cane ever since.

Upon return from Korea in 1953, the squadron transitioned to 
the AD-1 Skyraider. Four years later, VMA-332 began flying the 
A-4D Skyhawk. At that time, the tail designation was changed 
to EA, but the gentleman’s logo remained. On August 20th, 
1968, the squadron received its first A-6A Intruder and was 

Intruder – an uninvited, unwanted visitor who arrives when 
least expected. Could there be a better name for the attack 
aircraft that arrives in the middle of the night, under the 

cover of clouds, unleashing its devastating delivery, and then 
mysteriously departing in the same sinister way?

Every one of us has been a part of this awesome frater-
nity of Intruders. Every squadron has a name, a history, and a 
unique story that adds a particular flavor to the overall defini-
tion of Intruder. With this issue of Windscreen, we are calling 
upon our squadrons to tell their tale.

Our Intruder Association historian, John “Mooncap” Thor-
nell, has taken the time to organize our squadrons by date of 
acquisition of their A-6 aircraft as displayed on the following 
pages. Starting with the spring 2017 edition of the Windscreen 
we will feature up to three squadrons per issue – one from each 

redesignated Marine All Weather Attack Squadron 
332 (VMA (AW)-332).

As one of three primary A-6 squadrons cover-
ing the USMC’s Far East contingencies, VMA 
(AW)-332 regularly deployed to Marine Corps 
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan. It was on a weap-

ons deployment to Naval Air Station Fallon, NV 
in 1976, that a name change occurred. According to 

unnamed sources, the “Polka Dots” deployed to Fallon in 
order to prepare for an upcoming deployment to Japan. When 
the squadron returned to Cherry Point, their new name was the 
“Moonlighters.” To this day, only those who were on that Fal-
lon deployment know the secret of the name change. Rumors 
abound, but we many never know the rest of the story.

The squadron’s A-6 days produced numerous awards and ac-
colades including the designation of Attack Squadron of the Year 
in 1985. The squadron also had an outstanding safety record, hav-
ing recorded in excess of 70,000 continuous accident free flight 
hours by the time the A-6Es were replaced by F/A-18Ds in 1993.

One of the more notable Moonlighter contributions came at 
the end of a deployment to Naval Air Station Cubi Point, Philip-
pines. As is Navy/Marine Corps custom, it was proper to provide 
a plaque to the Officers’ Club upon conclusion of a successful 
deployment. The Moonlighters found a fitting tribute. So many 
bones had been rolled on the bar, it became necessary to re-
place the bar. The Moonlighters found this to be the appropriate 
plaque. 

As luck would have it, this was one of the final plaques in-
stalled in the Cubi Point bar prior to the eruption of Mount Pina-
tubo and final closure of the station. Fortunately, another famous 
A-6 personality, Captain “Boxman” Wood, preserved this and all 
of the plaques for future generations. Today, anyone can visit the 
Naval Aviation Museum in Pensacola, Florida, and have a beer 
‘on’ the Moonlighters! (On top of, that is…) 

Intruder... whAt’s In A nAMe?

feAtured sQuAdron: vMA (Aw)-332 MoonlIghters

of the following: Navy East, Navy West, and USMC. We will 
be looking for you, our members, to tell the tale of your squad-
ron, your people, and your name.

To kick off this new column, our editor, Ken ‘Wads’ Waid-
elich will share the story of his squadron, VMA (AW)-332 
Moonlighters. While there is no need to follow his specific 
format, feel free to use this as a template for your squadron’s 
input. However, do not use this as a limit. We are encouraging 
you to be as creative as you desire.

This will be your chance to shine. Who is the squadron’s 
best writer? We are looking for approximately 500-600 words 
– half of a Windscreen page – to give your fellow Intruders a 
chance to see what made your Intruder squadron unique. How 
did your squadron contribute to this legacy? What’s in your 
name? 

By Ken Waidelich

By Ken Waidelich
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NAVY SQUADRONS - ATLANTIC

NAVY SQUADRONS - PACIFIC

MARINE CORPS SQUADRONS

VA-42 (FRS) 
Green Pawns 

Mar 63 – Sep 94

VA-65 
Fighting Tigers 

Mar 66 – Sep 93

VA-145 
Swordsmen 
Mar 68 – Oct 93

VMA (AW)-242 
Batmen 

Aug 64 - Oct 86

VA-196 
Main Battery 

Mar 66 – Feb 97

VA-75 
Sunday Punchers 

Mar 63 – Mar 96

VA-176 
Thunderbolts 

Aug 69 – Oct 92

VA-115 
Eagles 

Feb 70 – Jul 96

VMA (AW)-533 
Hawks 

Oct 65 – Nov 93

VA-128 (FRS) 
Golden Intruders 

Aug 66 – Sep 95

VA-85 
Black Falcons 

Mar 64 – Sep 94

VA-34 
Blue Blasters 

Jan 70 – Sep 96

VA-95 
Green Lizards 

Mar 72 – Nov 95

VMA (AW)-225 
Vikings 

Apr 66 – Mar 92

VA-165 
Boomers 

Jun 67 – Sep 96

VA-35 
Black Panthers 

Sep 65 – Oct 95

VA-55 
Warhorses 
May 83 – Sep 90

VA-185 
Knighthawks 

Dec 86 – Jul 91

VMA (AW)-224 
Bengals 

Nov 66 – Mar 93

VA-52 
Knightriders 

Nov 67 – Mar 95

VA-36 
Roadrunners 

Mar 87 – Apr 94

VA-155 
Silver Foxes 
Sep 87 – Apr 93

VMAT (AW)-202 
Double Eagles (FRS) 

Jan 68 – Nov 93

VMA (AW)-332 
Moonlighters 

Aug 68 – Nov 93

VMA (AW)-121 
Green Knights 

Jan 69 – Mar 92
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Book revIew

TO NORTH VIETNAM  
AND BACK AGAIN

By Ed Engle

XLibris (Author Solutions LLC), 
Bloomington IN, 2013. Available in 
hardcover, softcover, and electronic 
(Kindle) format.

This autobiography is more than 
an account of one man’s experiences 
in the air war over Vietnam. While 
the author provides first-hand and 
extremely detailed narratives of his 

missions as an A-6 Intruder Bombardier/Navigator, his book 
delivers a story of a life spent in service to his Nation over 
several decades.

A designated Naval Flight Officer, the author trained at 
NAS Whidbey Island as a Bombardier/Navigator (B/N) with 
VA-128 and joined the VA-165 “Boomers” for their deploy-
ment to Southeast Asia in February of 1970. At that time, the 
concentration of the U.S. air war was on stopping the flow of 
arms, supplies, and NVN troops to South Vietnam via the so-
called Ho Chi Minh Trail – actually a network of roadways 
leading out of North Vietnam through Laos and Cambodia to 
distribution points in South Vietnam.

The capabilities of the Intruder were ideally suited for 
this interdiction mission. The ability to carry very large bomb 
loads, coupled with an integrated digital attack system and ra-
dars, allowed the A-6 to prosecute tactical targets in all kinds 
of weather and at night. As a result, the Intruder was able to 
successfully deliver munitions with unmatched accuracy and 
versatility. The author describes how the A-6 accomplished 
a variety of mission profiles over the Trail, ranging from 
detection and destruction of enemy truck convoys, to denial 
of access through mining and disruption of choke points and 
river crossings.

Accounts of specific combat missions are conveyed with 

remarkable detail, offering a rare glimpse into the cockpit 
from the perspective of the B/N. The author also provides his 
personal impressions and opinions about the effectiveness – 
and futility – of the overall conduct of the air war at the time, 
when the will of the aircrews to aggressively stem the flow of 
munitions to the enemy was often frustrated by the strict rules 
of engagement that gave the enemy safe haven and a steady 
supply of men and materiel.

A rare feature of this book is a section dedicated to the 
anxiety and apprehension that was experienced by his wife 
and the families of all aviators during their absence. This 
view of life on the home front is provided in the first person 
by the author’s wife – a woman whose dedication, loyalty, 
and love for her husband, is a theme that carries throughout 
the entire book.

A tour at the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, 
California, left the author with an advanced degree in Aero-
nautical Engineering as a gateway to a new career specialty 
as an Aeronautical Engineering Duty Officer (AEDO). His 
new skills paved the way for several assignments with the 
Navy Space Program Office and the Defense Support Pro-
gram Office. Following his Navy retirement, the author began 
a second career as a defense contractor and project manager, 
continuing to support the U.S. armed forces.

Throughout the book, the author offers his candid – and 
sometimes caustic – views of the policies and decisions made 
by politicians, bureaucrats, and senior Navy officials. Begin-
ning with the confusion and often cross-purposes of the rules 
of engagement in Vietnam, he provides his personal obser-
vations of Navy, Defense, and National policies and their 
impacts on the dedicated men and women who served and 
continue to serve in our Armed Forces.

While veterans, historians, and Naval Aviation enthusiasts 
will be rewarded by the author’s accounts of his experiences 
both in and out of the cockpit, and flying the A-6 Intruder in 
war and peace, this personal narrative goes well beyond the 
relatively narrow field in relating his experiences over a 20-
year career in the Navy and through the years that followed. 

Reviewed by: Pete Young  

Departing
CAPT Leroy Chambers, USN (Ret)

COL Thomas Lee Griffin Jr., USMC (Ret)
AOCM Richard Liljegren, USN (Ret)

CAPT Ralph C. Miko, USN (Ret)
LT Paul Rendine USNR

CAPT Thomas R. Sprouse, USMC
CDR Steven Streck, USN (Ret)
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Dorian Archetto ................ Shermans Dale, PA
Gene Bagot ....................... Jackson, MS
Randy Bazemore .............. Hollywood, SC
Scott Beach ....................... Colleyville, TX
Daniel Bigelow ................. Philadelphia, PA
Bradley Brown .................. Black Diamond, WA
Dennis Buck ...................... Donora, PA
John Buckley..................... Camano Island, WA
Rick Buckley ...................... Bloomingdale, GA
William Burdin.................. Lynnwood, WA
Jack Cairns ........................ Coraopolis, PA
Maurice Chevalier ............. Morehead City, NC
Terry H. Cochran................ Taylor, TX
Mark ‘Stick’ Converse ........ TALL TIMBERS, MD
Mark Copman ................... Edina, MN
Bill Davis ........................... Virginia Beach, VA
Robert M. Dean ................ Klein, TX
Glen Deveau ..................... Arlington, VA
Brian Eichelberger ............ Moyock, NC
Merrill (aka: Meat) Faulk .. Poulsbo, WA
John Fedyna ..................... Havelock, NC
Rodney Gage .................... Youngsville, LA
Ray Gandolfi ..................... Metairie, LA
Chuck Giger ...................... Jefferson City, MO
Ken Grossman ................... Northlake, TX
Juan Guaty ........................ Miami, FL
J.R. Haley .......................... Bluffton, SC
Mike Hecker ...................... Fairfax, VA
Paul Hoban ....................... chicago, IL
Stephen Hofkin ................. Owasso, OK
Ernest Hugo ...................... Fort Worth, TX
Mark Hurd ......................... Bow, WA
James Hurston .................. Virginia Beach, VA

John Indorf ....................... Bremerton, WA
Lehr Jackson ..................... Baltimore, MD
Paul Jennings ................... Valencia, CA
David Kamminga .............. Lansdowne, VA
John Kobelski .................... Virginia Beach, VA
David Laughead ................ Oklahoma City, OK
Chris Laws ......................... Fort Worth, TX
Ed Lennon ......................... Glenside, PA
Allen Lundy ...................... Roswell, GA
Bruce Miller ...................... Washoe Valley, NV
Larry Parr .......................... Coatesville, PA
David Peattie .................... Oak Harbor, WA
Ron Percival  ..................... Houston, TX
Lawrence Reece ................ Sequim, WA
Pearson Robert ................. Lake Oswego, OR
Joseph Schvimmer ........... Pikesville, MD
Larry Smith ....................... Melbourne, FL
Mike Steinmetz ................ Newton, MA
Ernie Storms ..................... Wimberley, TX
Buddy Storrs ..................... Hamilton, VA
Roy Strachan ..................... Crofton, MD
Dale Sumney .................... Chesterton, IN
Jay Taylor .......................... Lantana, TX
Rick Thom ......................... Reno, NV
Chris Thomas .................... San Diego, CA
Ron Thompson.................. Oak Harbor, WA
David Thorn ...................... Fort Worth, TX
Robert Tolhurst ................. King George, VA
Terrence Tubridy ............... Saranac Lake, NY
Michael VanGheem .......... Virginia Beach, VA
Michael Wertz ................... Auburn, PA
Craig Wolfson .................... Lakeville, MN
Malcolm Wright ................ Westlake, OR
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INCOME 
 Dues ...............................$19,980 
 Dividend Income ..................$40 
 Total Income ..................$20,020

EXPENSES 
 Misc Office & Software .....$152 
 Web Site ...........................$8,750 
 Credit Card Fees ..............$1,729 
 Legal Fees ...........................$150 
 Postage, Mailing Services ..$131 
 Reunion ...............................$300 

 Windscreen ......................$4,244 
 Memorials ...........................$270 
 Total Expenses ...............$15,726

ACCOUNT TOTALS 
 Operations ......................$73,690 
 Midway RR .....................$6,348 
 Whidbey Gateway .........$10,355 
 Gateway Flags .................$1,671 
 Scholarship Fund ................ $113 
 Intruder Tribute ..............$84,031
Total All Accounts .............$176,208

Intruder Association Financials
Through 3rd Quarter 2016 • 1 Jan 16 to 30 Sep 16



The 
 INTRUDER ASSOCIATION Membership Application

Name _____________________________________________  New Applicant  Renewal Date___/___/___

Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City __________________________________ State _______________________ Zip _________ Tel ( ) ____________________

Spouse’s Name ______________________ E-mail __________________________ Your call sign or nickname _________________

Military Service: Retired  Active Duty  None 

Branch: ________________________________

Pilot  B/N  Maintainer  Ordy  Support  Associate 

War Veteran of: Korea  Vietnam  Gulf 

Service Dates (YY-YY) ___________Squadrons __________________

Carrier Air Wing/Marine Air Wing ______________________________

Membership:  1Yr $25  2 Yr $45  3 Yr $65

The Intruder Association is accepting new and renewal membership 
applications via PayPal on our website or by personal checks. To access 
the PayPal method, go to http://www.IntruderAssociation.org and select 
Join, for new members, or log in at Members Log In. To pay by personal 
check, please mail this application along with your check made payable to: 

The Intruder Association 
c/o Clyde Cain 

18407 Rangeland Rd.  
Ramona, CA 92065

For questions, contact Clyde Cain at membership@IntruderAssociation.org.

Click JOIN/RENEW link at www.IntruderAssociation.org

Join the Intruder Association today!
www.IntruderAssociation.org
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