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Dear Fellow Intruders, 
Recent ’99 Intruders have dispatched obituaries of our 

members, and I wanted to share a few thoughts. These 
gents were friends, family, and legends, all of whom 
shared our deep devotion to values, country, and one 
another. I have previously mentioned that our community 
is not growing any ‘new Intruders’, so staying connected 
with all of us grows ever more important. 

When we read the details of Intruder careers, and 
adventures or misadventures that bring a chuckle, we are 
all drawn more closely together in our shared experiences, 
and our own memories and relationships become more 
poignant.

Two recent departures, RADM Jim Seeley, and CDR 
Bob Flynn, were two such gents with whom I shared time, 
stories, and sorties. As different as two Intruders could be, 
both are cherished by many, and certainly both are cher-
ished by me. Their departures sadden us, surely; yet their 
memories and contributions to our own lives enrich at a 
far deeper level. 

The busy lives we live today, and the devices and hab-
its of staying connected are indeed imperfect, so friends 
with whom we have been very close, can become uninten-
tionally more distant—to the point of rare intersections. 
What a great mission for our very own Association: to be a 
crossroads for Intruders everywhere that aids us in sustain-
ing, deepening, and even creating relationships that bring 
us joy.

Ponder a bit about to whom you really need to reach 
out, while time permits that connection. If you log in and 
do not see them on our member roles, and you can con-
nect with them personally, please encourage them to renew 
or join, so that many others can find them as well. Carpe 
Diem can sound a bit trite, but is it really? 

Making lists is always risky—but I’m gonna chance 
it: Gunnar, Jack, Brian, Dusty, Joel, Alex, Tweet, Rick, 
Tim, Dave, Jeff and Geoff, Dan, Bob, Jack, Clyde, Rookie, 

Killer, Mikey J, Al, Buzzard, 
Doug, Randy, John, Gerry, Fuzzy, 
Tim, Mac, Catfish, Sam, Kid, 
Bernie & Bennie, Quads, Vince, 
Bill, Roomey, Gladys, Dee, Phil 
Dog, Chief, Tom, BVT, Jim, Mat, 
Pete, BUF, Stump, TK, Gigs, Bud, 
Jaime, Guido, Butch, Raz, Mari-
lyn, Sluggo, Don, Caz, Shew, Fox, 
Ron, Steve, Dick, Rupe, George, 
Ken, Joe, Potsy, JD, Meat, Char-
lie, Larry, Mark, T, and countless others—you are each 
important to me. Don’t slip away. 

Let’s see each other next April 12-15 in Norfolk. Time 
moves on. Opportunities can be fewer than any of us 
imagine. Reservations are being accepted at the Sheraton 
@ Waterside.

T. Lad 

99 Intruders: Listen Up!
• DC Area Intruder Luncheon. Check out the article in this edition of the Windscreen for details. 

If you can make it to the Ft. Myer All Hands Club, Patton Hall, on 28 July 2017, you are 
welcome to attend the event. Checks must be sent to Bones Burns. We need our final count for the 
club not later than 25 July!

• Squadron History Article. Windscreen is still looking for your squadron’s logo and history inputs for 
our new squadron history project. See the “Moonlighters” write-up in the Fall 2016 edition of Windscreen 
for an example of what we are seeking (check the website if you no longer have the hard copy). Please try to 
limit your article to no more than 800 words so that we can fit pictures, too!

• VA-85 Reunion. Reminder! The VA-85 reunion is all set for Charleston on 5-8 October 2017 at the Doubletree 
Hotel. If you have any questions, you can contact the VA-85 Reunion Group at va85reunion@gmail.com

NOTABENE 1: Our Newest Position is Publicity/His-
torian, and Rick Cassara has leapt into it with both 
boots. Each Squadron Facebook page should invite 
Rick to join so he can push reminders as widely as 
possible beyond our Windscreen and website. When 
any of you plan an Intruder-related event, share it 
with Rick so he can broaden your distro. Welcome 
aboard, Shipmate.

NOTABENE 2: By the time this reaches you, we 
should have completed the initial online ordering 
link to Queensboro Shirt Company with all Squadron 
logos already in place and ready for your order. You 
pick the shirt, the size, the color, and embroidery. 
Convenient!! BZ to Pete Young for this great re-
source for our membership. And, it is available to all 
– members or not!
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froM the edItor

It is more than a briefing room. It is more than a place to see 
your bombing scores or view what the LSO thinks about 
your squadron mates’ landings. It is not the living room. 

Yet, it is clearly the gathering point for the squadron. It is the 
Town Square – the place where the work day begins and ends. 
This is where you go to get the news to start your day and the 
wrap up of the day’s adventures. We all had our favorite seat, 
our favorite poster, and our personal coffee mug. We felt at 
home there when we were not at home, and we built the core of 
our squadron in that room.

Today, we still visit the Ready Room to see our shipmates 
and learn of their daily adventures. We just do it differently. Our 
Intruder Association gives us many different ways to connect 
with each other and go about completing our mission – whether 
it is wreath-laying, planning a reunion, or building another 
Intruder Tribute to share with the rest of the world. But how do 
we go about sharing our exploits with fellow Intruders at the 
end of the day? Where is our Ready Room?

Our Ready Room is now the Intruder Association and the 
many forms of communication that we have available to our 
members. Our Association’s efforts today are more focused 
than ever on relaying the inputs from our members everywhere 
and sharing the events of the day. Whether it is a posting on the 
website by our Webmaster, Jack Jordan, a ‘99 Intruders’ mes-
sage from our President, T. Lad, or an article provided for the 
Windscreen by one of our members (with pictures, of course!), 
we find an ever-increasing number of ways to keep the squad-
ron tight and mission ready.

However, there is always room for improvement. In this 
edition of Windscreen you will read about our newest officer 
position, Publicity & Marketing Officer. This new position will 
allow all of our communications capabilities to be combined 
into a single source for the purpose of public dissemination. 

We have much to share with the outside world, and our newest 
board member will do that job.

Hopefully, you will enjoy reading this edition of Wind-
screen. The feature article was written by Colonel Donnal 
“Hoot” Hiltbrunner, and provided by Colonel Mike “Bones” 
Burns. It recounts their days in Vietnam with Marine All 
Weather Attack Squadron 533. This particular article appeared 
in the Marine Corps Aviation Association’s “Yellow Sheet” and 
is reprinted here with MCAA permission so that our Navy and 
non-MCAA Marines can also enjoy the story. 

Our Intruder Association Secretary, Pete Young, has stepped 
up once more to provide an article for your review about an 
event that VA-95 experienced during the summer of 1991. Most 
of you are, no doubt, familiar with the partial ejection that VA-
95 encountered aboard USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72). Pete 
has done a fine job of researching and retelling the events of 
July 9th when Lieutenants Mark Baden (pilot) and Keith Galla-
gher (B/N) trapped with a partially ejected B/N. Their amazing 
story and subsequent recovery is well worth reading again. The 
pictures alone are chilling!

Don’t forget to take advantage of all of the communications 
your Intruder Association has to offer. We will be very active 
this summer with a couple of local reunions on the calendar 
and some robust planning activity for next year’s reunion in 
Norfolk. I look forward to the opportunity to share the stories 
and pictures from these events. Hopefully, some of you are 
starting to write about your squadron name and patch. We will 
be seeing these articles appear beginning with the Fall 2017 
edition. Don’t let somebody else write it for you! Your fellow 
Intruders want to know all about what’s going on. Next time 
your squadron mate stops by the Ready Room, maybe he will 
see an article and a picture from you!

Wheels up! Wads 

The Ready RoomHISTORIAN
We want to take a moment to thank our historian, retired 

Marine Colonel, John “Mooncap” Thornell, for his years of 
service as the Historian for the Intruder Association. John has 
been a wealth of knowledge and an enthusiastic contributor to 
the organization. His help with the website and the Windscreen 
have been invaluable, and he will be missed.

In the words of our Association President, T. Ladson Webb, 
“I wish to thank you for all the work and heart you have given 
to our association these past years.  As you reflect upon the cur-
rent Intruder Association, you can take great stock in the hard 
work taken and given to merge the interests of Marine Intrud-
ers and Navy Intruders, and help to capture legends great and 
small, tell tales of courage, honor and amusement, to strengthen 
and preserve our corporate legacies. 

A grateful Association applauds you as you take the pack off 
and hand the baton to a fellow Intruder. Thank you, Marine.” 

As John’s replacement, we welcome retired Navy Captain 
Randy “Dirtman” Dearth. Randy has stepped up into his new 
role, eagerly looking forward to passing along the history and 
the stories of Intruders past. T. Lad welcomed Randy aboard by 
saying, 

“As a retiree from both the Navy and Boeing, big organiza-
tions have been your playing field, even as you and Carol have 
created a personal business of culinary arts and fun in Seattle.

We all appreciate that you are allowing us to source a bit 
of your new found flexibility and your skills of working closely 
with fellow Intruders, to build, gather, and document additional 
elements of our proud Intruder Story. The IA Board will wait to 
receive any requests you might ask of us as we support you in 
this new role. 

There are several tall tale tellers, who may be offering you 
content, Randy! Watch Out!”

Welcome Randy, and thank you in advance for your will-
ingness to step up to fill some big shoes!

PUBLICITY AND MARKETING OFFICER
In addition to the transition of historians, we have added a 

new officer position to our Board – Publicity and Marketing 
Officer. 

For quite some time now, our Association has been in need 
of an officer who will combine the efforts of our Windscreen 
editor, historian, and webmaster in the role of a public rela-
tions director in order to reach out beyond our Association and 
disseminate the message of who we are and what we bring to 
the community.

The role as defined by our Association President is as fol-
lows: 

“Since we do not have an incumbent officer to pass over 
this role, we are asking Rick to make it up along the way, 
and to seek out suggestions from Intruders and those in other 
organizations, to try some new styles and fresh channels of in-
formation flow.  Better reaching out to Intruders of every rank 
and rate, from every conflict period and each squadron, and 
doing our very best to keep relevant and timely notifications 
coming out about key upcoming events, will take work.” 

For that important job, we want to welcome aboard Rick 
Cassara. Thanks for stepping up to bring the Intruder message 
to the public! We hope that all Intruder Association members 
will help Rick to shape this role as it becomes an integral part 
of our organization.  

WelcoMe neW offIcers

COME ONE, COME ALL! DON’T MISS THIS! SIGN UP TODAY!  
Pax River, Oceana, Cherry Point, Bogue Field, et al. If you are an Intruder and 
can get to Washington, DC, then you are invited! It has been quite a few 
years since our last Luncheon. It’s time for us to get together again!  “Bones” 
Burns has taken the lead and made reservations for us at the Ft. Myer 
Officers’ Club – our normal luncheon spot – for Friday, 28 July 2017.
DETAILS AS FOLLOWS:

Place –  Ft. Myer All Hands Club, Patton Hall, 214 Jackson Ave, Ft. Myer, VA. 
22211. All hands must enter via the Hatfield Gate, with a photo ID.

Time – 1100-1330 on Friday, 28 July 2017
Chow – Luncheon Buffet Line, with a two-hour cash bar.
Uniform – uniform of the day, or casual – blazer or coat and tie optional. 

It’s Summer in DC! 
Price - $25/person.
Payment – via check to Raymond Burns, 6311 W. Dranesville Drive, 

Fredericksburg, VA 22407. 

THE PROGRAM: Mostly, we just want to get together, tell 
lies, and share a good meal. We also plan to brief what’s 
happening in the mysterious Pentagon and the mythical 
“fleet”, and we will update you on plans for the 2018 Virginia 
Beach Intruder Reunion. Hope you can join us! Send your 
check today!

TIME HACK! This is a short fuse! Names of all attendees 
must be received and provided to the Club three days prior 
(NLT Tuesday, July 25th). We are expecting many more, 
but we need a minimum of 25 participants. If you have 
questions, or if you are a last-minute add-on, call 540-809-
3649 or email Bones at a6bnbones@aol.com. 

NOSTALGIA: Here’s how we looked at our  
DC luncheon on 10-14-2011. The numbers are  
thinning. Let’s get as many of us together as possible!

DC Area Intruder Luncheon - 28 July 2017
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continued...

BACKGROUND
Many will read this, but only a few of us had the privi-

lege and unique experience of flying combat missions at 
night in an A-6A Intruder in Vietnam. The chosen few who 
did were land-based at Da Nang or Chu Lai or later in the 
war at the “Rose Garden” in Nam Phong, Thailand, while 
others were carrier-based in the South China Sea.

This snapshot is for those who might wonder about these 
aviators who fought and died in the night skies over Viet-
nam—many who never came home. Duty, honor, and cour-
age abounded in A-6A night attacks against North Vietnam. 
Those who survived and still walk among us will never 
forget their experience, and many of their stories have yet to 
be told—their contributions and sacrifice is a splendid saga 
awaiting an historian.

PRELUDE
What follows is derived from a memory faded with 

time. While this is merely a glimpse of a small group in a 
short time frame, the outcome affected the Marine Corps 
All-Weather Attack community until the A-6 aircraft were 
retired in 1995.

ray and Val Bacik) were later lost in the night combat skies 
over North Vietnam.

On 21 March 1967, VMA(AW)-533 departed Cherry 
Point for Vietnam. We refueled over Oklahoma on our first 
leg to MCAS El Toro in California. We then refueled over 
the Pacific Ocean en route to MCAS Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii; 
from there we flew to Wake Island; then to Agana Naval Air 
Station in Guam; onto Cubi Point Naval Air Station at Subic 
Bay in the Philippines. At each of these one- or two-day 
stopovers, the aircraft were maintained while the aircrews 
rested for the final leg to Chu Lai, South Vietnam. This 
squadron Transpac of aircraft and personnel was one the 
most successful during the entire war. The squadron arrived 
at Chu Lai on April Fools’ Day 1967

CHU LAI, SOUTH VIETNAM
Chu Lai had been the objective of a successful, but con-

tested Marine Corps amphibious assault in 1965. An expe-
ditionary airfield had quickly been employed and Marine 
Aircraft Group 12 (MAG-12) was soon flying its squadrons 
of A-4 Skyhawks in close air support for the Marine infantry 
in I Corps. MAG-13 deployed there later with its squadrons 
of F-4 Phantoms. When VMA(AW)-533 arrived and started 
flying missions in April of 1967, the expeditionary airfield 
was being heavily utilized by MAG-12, while MAG-13 was 
operating the newly finished concrete runway system.

VMA(AW)-533 occupied the new hangar and aircraft 
parapets at the south end of the runway with its attendant 
support equipment and work areas. The living areas were 
about three miles away - closer to the beach. Except for the 
sophisticated electronic equipment repair shops, none of our 
work or living areas were air-conditioned. Though the dust, 
heat, rain and humidity were stifling, one soon became ac-
climated and endured the climatic conditions of the region. 
We were shuttled to and from work. Flushing lavatories and 
modern plumbing with hot and cold running water did not 
exist. One thing you learn in the Marine Corps 

Captain Dick Amos, B/N, Chu Lai, 1967.
Photo courtesy: Col Donnal Hiltbrunner, USMC (Ret)

Night Flight: “Nighthawks” of VMA(AW)-533 in Vietnam 1967

This particular squadron of aircraft and personnel started 
its work-up for Vietnam during 1966 at Marine Corps Air 
Station (MCAS) Cherry Point, North Carolina. Most of the 
personnel were trained in/on the A-6A at Oceana Naval Air 
Station in Virginia. The Navy developed and provided the 
initial training of the first aircrews and maintenance person-
nel for this Marine Corps squadron. Many later aircrews 
were trained by this nucleus of Marines in the squadron.

This squadron and its all-weather Intruders were 
sorely needed in Vietnam to supplement our sister-
squadron VMA(AW)-242, already at Da Nang, and the 
carrier-based A-6 squadrons in the Gulf of Tonkin. In fact, 
VMA(AW)-533 almost became the first carrier-based Ma-
rine A-6 squadron, but it was decided that neither the time 
nor resources were available for a carrier work-up period. So 
our land-based training continued with a work-up deploy-
ment to MCAS Yuma, Arizona. There we conducted intense 
live-bombing training missions both day and night during 
the late fall of 1966.

This was followed by Christmas and New Year’s holiday 
leave periods back at Cherry Point. One officer took a bride 
that holiday; another became engaged and later married 
while on R&R. Sadly, both brave, new husbands (Pat Mur-

By Colonel Donnal “Hoot” Hiltbrunner, USMC (Ret)
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is innovation. Our hygiene was excellent. Most of us did our 
laundry in large ammo cans filled with water and soap, step-
ping with our feet and squishing with our toes until we could 
toss out the dirty water. Then we repeated the process with 
clean water for the rinse cycle. Needless to say, anything 
white soon became very beige.

One enterprising young pilot guided us in building a 
hot water shower for our company grade officers’ area that 
became the only luxury we had. Unfortunately, during the 
monsoon season, the sun could not solar heat the overhead 
storage tank enough to keep the water hot. A cold water 
shower and shave was better than none!

Toilets were strategically placed in our living and work 
areas. They were normally two-holers set over a 55-gallon 
fuel drum cut in half. They were not lit, and woe be unto he 
who did not use a flashlight. They were sanitized daily.

We lived in cabins with plywood floors and walls. The 
walls were hinged and could be raised up for air circulation. 
The roofs were sheets of tin that were noisy in the rain and 
acted like solar panels in the sun. There were four to six 
officers in each hut. We slept on cots and stored most of our 
stuff in a foot or wall locker. There was normally enough 
generated electricity for a small light bulb or two. Next to 
our hut was a dugout, reinforced bunker to take shelter in 
during a mortar attack. In time a sun deck area was con-
structed for our common area.

MAG-12 had three club/dining areas: one for enlisted, 
one for noncommissioned, and one for commissioned of-
ficers. Three meals were served daily, but milk, peanut 
butter, jelly and bread were always available as a snack. 
The club usually had a movie to show each evening and the 

bar was open. The USO often provided entertainment. Bob 
Hope brought his troupe to Chu Lai at Christmas. There was 
a multi-denominational chapel; various services were held 
daily. The medical and dental clinics provided outstanding 
care. The squadron flight surgeon was always there and kept 
us flight-worthy. There was also a small Post Exchange and 
barbershop. Our hair was kept in the traditional way: high 
and tight.

Chu Lai was a small, self-sustaining base that was resup-
plied from the sea and the air. It was a dynamic environment 
with a full 24-hour a day operating tempo. Our flight crews 
quickly adjusted; their sleep was mostly done in the daylight 
hours due to the nighttime flight schedule. The base was 
always subject to sapper or mortar attacks; our pistols were 
always loaded. This was a very noisy home for our 13-month 
tour.

ALL-WEATHER FLIGHT
VMA(AW)-533 arrived at Chu Lai with 12 A-6A aircraft, 

15 flight crews, and our maintenance and administrative/
logistical support personnel, all totaling about 300 men. The 
squadron quickly adapted to the 24-hour day routine. Enough 
cannot be said about our enlisted personnel and staff non-
commissioned officers and warrant officers. They were loyal, 
courageous, and focused. They worked tirelessly; without 
their dedication and support, little would have been accom-
plished. Those who flew nightly will always be grateful to 
those who ensured our aircraft were safe and ready for flight.

Initially the squadron was tasked to fly 12 sorties each 
night, 8 into North Vietnam and 4 over the DMZ area. Later, 
as more experience was gained and more pressure was put 
on North Vietnam, the squadron was tasked daily with 16 
sorties, 12 attacks into North Vietnam each night and four 
daytime close air support sorties for our Marine infantry. 
The aircraft were normally loaded with 18 or 28 500-pound 
bombs depending on the target. Occasionally, they were 
loaded with five 2,000-pound bombs. 

The target areas were hot, hotter, and hottest–ranging 
from just south of the DMZ to the Hanoi-Haiphong areas and 
north of the Red River in North Vietnam. We flew four sorties 
each night into Route Package VI, which was north of the 
Red River, and four sorties nightly into Route Packages III, 
IV and V, mostly around Vinh and the southern complexes 
of Hanoi and Haiphong. Then, four sorties went into Route 
Packages I and II just north of the DMZ, and the other four 
sorties went in just south of the DMZ during daylight hours. 
It was a rare flight that did not receive ground fire. Most of 
the target areas were heavily defended with SAM sites and 
37, 57, and 85mm radar-controlled guns. Migs were a threat, 
but mostly only during daylight hours.

One target assigned to our squadron that was success-
fully attacked was the Hanoi Railroad and Highway Bridge 
known as the Paul Doumer Bridge. This site was defended as 
follows: 13 active SAM sites; four nautical mile radius=188 
37/57mm guns, 121 85mm guns; eight nautical mile ra-

dius=455 37/57mm guns, 300 85mm 
guns. Anticipated Reaction: Heavy 
37/57/85 mm radar-controlled fire 
and SAMs.

The crew that conducted the 
attack on the Doumer Bridge flew 
from Chu Lai and descended to 300 
feet just south of Haiphong, then to 
the bridge above the Red River at 
full military power. The aircraft was 
fully engulfed by ground fire over a 
21-mile track to and from the bridge 
and an intense crossfire covered the 
bridge as they approached. The pilot 
flew through the crossfire as the air-
craft deposited 18 500# mine-fused 
bombs in the river below the bridge. 
Numerous SAM warnings from the 
target area lit up the cockpit and 
chattered in their headsets through-
out the attack. The aircraft quickly 
climbed as the bombs dropped off, 
increasing their vulnerability, but the 
pilot quickly commenced his turn to the east (120 degrees) 
while dropping back to 300 feet. The egress turn took the 
airplane over the Hanoi Airport and they were soon feet-wet 
over the Gulf of Tonkin just south of Haiphong en route to 
Chu Lai. The two EA- 6A radar-jamming support aircraft 
reported this was the most intense ground fire they ever 
witnessed. They flew just out of SAM range and above the 
ground fire each night – supporting the attacks in Route 
Packages III, IV, V, and VI.

The targets attacked each night by the A-6A Intruders, 
whether from the carriers or Da Nang and Chu Lai, were all 
similarly defended and attacked from low levels. The SAM 
sites were best evaded by flying low and this also gave the 
aircraft less exposure time to the guns.

During the 1967 Rolling Thunder period, the North Viet-
namese, with their Russian support, defended their country 
with as heavy air defenses as any our country ever faced 
in combat. Many A-6A aircraft were lost to these defenses 
during the war, and the daylight attacks by our brethren Air 
Force and Navy aircrews incurred grievous losses.

VMA(AW)-533 lost its first crew in August 1967. Of 
the original 15 crews, only one pilot and two B/Ns did not 
survive the 13-month tour. Only one was found and brought 
home for burial in 1985. Another original crewmember was 
killed in North Vietnam on a subsequent carrier-based tour 
in the Gulf of Tonkin; in 1989, he was interred at the U.S. 
Air Force Academy where he had graduated.

As the months wore on, the squadron was flying its 16 
sorties with about 12 crews. Our squadron at Chu Lai never 
rotated out of country like the A-4 and F-4 squadrons did. 
So there were usually always two crews on R&R. It was 
very common to fly into North Vietnam twice a night. All of 
the pilots and B/Ns had more than 250 missions into North 
Vietnam. At that time the Air Force Pilots flew 100 missions 
into North Vietnam and their tour was completed. Likewise, 
the carriers normally did a three-month combat tour in the 
Gulf of Tonkin and then withdrew.

The squadron never had a stand down, nor was it shut 
down due to the monsoon. There were many days and nights 
when the Intruders were the only planes in the air. Only 
after midnight Christmas Eve 1967 were we not in the air 
for a 24-hour period. This was the first, last, and only time 
we all had together as members of VMA(AW)-533 since we 
departed Cherry Point in March 1967.

EPILOGUE
Meanwhile, back at Cherry Point, new A-6A squadrons 

were being formed and the need for combat-experienced 
pilots and B/Ns to staff these squadrons was a high priority. 
Members of our sister squadron, VMA(AW)-242, had com-
pleted their 13-month tour and most of them were assigned 
training roles. This training requirement back at Cherry 
Point resulted in a few crews going home early starting in 
January 1968.

This was a remarkable squadron. The squadron com-
mander retired as a three-star general [Lieutenant General 
William “Bill” H. Fitch]. Seven Marines rose to the rank of 
colonel. All of those who stayed in were rewarded with a 
second tour in Vietnam. Those who went back to the civilian 
world rose to the top of their chosen profession. Several are 
lawyers and airline captains who are now approaching their 
retirement. Lastly, it was indeed an honor and privilege to 
have known and served with this special group of pilots and 
B/Ns who gave so much and asked for so little. They were 
truly magnificent in their display of courage and unselfish 
devotion to Duty, Honor, and Country. 

Editor’s Note: This article is reprinted with permission 
of Colonel Donnal “Hoot” Hiltbrunner. Colonel Mike 
‘Bones’ Burns also provides his commentary in the ex-
panded version of the original story which was printed 
in the MCAA “Yellow Sheet”. Bones’ comments can be 
found by accessing the Members Area of our Intruder 
Association website.

Night Flight continued...

“Yankee Air Pirates” messing around. Front L to R: Mike “Bones” 
Burns, Ernie Young, “Knobby” Warshaw, Jack Butchko.
Back L to R: Doug “Boog” Wilson, Bob “Blab” Shelton.
Photo courtesy: Col Mike Burns, USMC (Ret)

Route we took on 17 Oct 1967 to the bridge. The next night Donn came straight up the river 
upon “coast-in”, dropped his mines, then right turn around Gia Lam airport heading for “feet 
wet”, same as our exit route. Photo courtesy: Col Mike Burns, USMC (Ret)
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MAYDAY!  
My B/N Has Partially Ejected!
By Peter A. Young

continued...

THE INCIDENT
ABE was steaming west in the Indian Ocean 

on its maiden deployment enroute to the Arabian 
Gulf to support post-combat evolutions as part of 
Operation Desert Storm. The Green Lizards of 
VA-95, based at NAS Whidbey Island, were part 
of ABE’s embarked air wing (CVW-11).

As they orbited above the ship dispensing 
fuel and awaiting recovery, Baden and Gallagh-
er maintained an extra-careful lookout discipline. 
Just eleven days earlier, the air wing had lost an F-14 
to a mid-air collision off Singapore, and another had crashed 
into the sea the day before.

Midway through the hop, they noticed that one of the 
plane’s five external tanks had failed to transfer 1000 pounds 
of fuel to the plane’s internal storage. Routine pressurization 
override did not have an effect, so after some discussion, the 
crew concluded that a stuck float valve may be the culprit, 
and the decision was made to try to dislodge the float (as 
suggested by NATOPS) by putting a few positive and nega-
tive Gs on the aircraft.

Lizard 515 was seven miles abeam the ship, cruising 
at 230 knots at an altitude of 8,000 feet. Baden pushed 
the throttles forward and tipped the tanker’s nose down 
to gain some speed, and then pulled back the stick. As the 
nose came up and the crew began to feel the added g-force, 
Baden pushed the stick forward to unload the aircraft.

As he started to float in his seat with the effect of a 
partial negative G-force, Baden suddenly heard a loud 
“BANG!” and felt a rapid decompression of the cockpit. 
After a quick check to verify that the canopy had not blown, 
he continued his scan to the right where he was met with the 
image of a pair of legs. Looking up, Baden could see that 
Gallagher’s upper body was fully extended out the top of the 
shattered canopy, his head and arms flailing in the powerful 
blast of the slipstream. As his head snapped back, Galla-
gher’s helmet was torn off in the blink of an eye.

Still not sure of what had happened, Baden moved 
instinctively and purposefully to slow the airplane 

down. As he pulled back the throttles to idle, he 
hit the flaps and deployed the wing-tip speed 
brakes. Switching the IFF to squawk EMER-
GENCY, he radioed the ship, “Mayday, Mayday, 

this is 515. My B/N has partially ejected. I need 
an emergency pull-forward!”

As the negative G maneuver began, LT Gal-
lagher remembers feeling his helmet touch the 

canopy and momentarily thinking that he had forgotten 
to tighten his lap belt. This last coherent thought was rudely 
interrupted by the “BANG!” and the deafening roar of 230 
knots of wind that forced him back into his ejection seat, 
arms roughly spread-eagled behind him.

Even as LT Baden was frantically working to slow the 
Intruder down, the sheer force of the wind was buffeting 
Gallagher’s head and arms, making it impossible for him to 
draw a full breath. He could see the top of his pilot’s helmet 
just below him. Struggling for breath, he painfully reached 
between his legs to pull the secondary ejection handle but 
could not budge it. Eventually, as Baden continued to slow 
the aircraft and set up for an emergency approach to the 
ABE, Gallagher lapsed into unconsciousness.

The ABE’s flight deck crew were on their maiden de-
ployment, but they completed the re-spot smoothly as the 
ship turned into the wind and accelerated to minimize the 
Intruder’s relative speed. At the same time, Baden contin-
ued to slow the aircraft as he dropped the landing gear and 
settled into straight-in approach. He could see that Gallagher 
had stopped struggling; his head lay on his left shoulder and 
his arms were outstretched by the 120 knot slipstream. He 
could also see the jagged shards of the forward edge of the 
shattered canopy–pointed directly at Gallagher’s midsection.

Coming in to a ready deck, Baden intentionally started 
into the glide path low and let the aircraft gradually ease up 
into a centered ball. He was determined not to pass up any 

“perfectly good wire” and further endanger Gallagher with a 
potential bolter. As the edge of the flight deck passed under 
him, Baden pulled the stick back as he heard the LSO call 
“Attitude!” The tailhook skipped the first and second wires 
before catching the number three wire. Only six minutes af-
ter the harrowing experience began, Baden felt the Intruder 
come to a stop. Ironically, the landing marked Gallagher’s 
100th trap.

As the Crash Crew worked to pull LT Gallagher out of 
the aircraft, an extraordinary stroke of good fortune was 
discovered. As his seat punched through the canopy, his 
parachute had deployed and become entangled in the aircraft 
empennage. Luckily, it had not impeded the motion of the 
stabilator and vertical control surfaces. At the same time, 
despite the fact that LT Gallagher had been separated from 
his ejection seat, his parachute shrouds held him back, keep-
ing him from falling forward against the razor-sharp shards 
of the canopy on arrestment.

Typical aircraft accident investigations often reveal that 
a series of mechanical issues, lapses of judgement, and 
aircrew mistakes had contributed to a buildup of failure 
leading up to the incident. In this instance, however, disaster 
was averted and a life saved by a remarkable convergence of 
training discipline, flying skill, and teamwork.

LT Gallagher suffered multiple injuries to both of his 
shoulders and his upper right arm, necessitating several 
months of recovery and physical therapy. He was restored 
to flight status and was back in the cockpit six months to the 
day following his harrowing ordeal.

LT Baden was awarded the Air Medal in recognition of 
his cool-headed responses to the situation and his consum-
mate skill in bringing his aircraft safely aboard, undoubtedly 
saving the life of his B/N. He continued to fly with VA-95 
throughout the deployment.

Lizard 515 traps aboard. LT Gallagher’s parachute can be seen 
wrapped around the KA-6D’s empennage. After the landing, it was 
discovered that the risers were the only restraints keeping him in 
the seat.

Lizard 515 in the groove on approach to USS Abraham Lincoln. An unconscious LT Gallagher juts out of the top of the Intruder’s canopy, 
his right arm is extended in the 150-knot slipstream.

Nearly every member of the A-6 Intruder community would agree that 
an overhead tanker flight was one of the more routine–even to say 
boring–missions flown in the venerable Intruder. On the morning of 
9 July, 1991, as LT Mark Baden (pilot) and LT Keith Gallagher (B/N) 
launched in their KA-6D from the deck of the USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
(CVN-72), also known as ABE, the pair had no reason to believe that 
this hop would be anything but routine. Indeed, that hop started out 
to be typically unremarkable, but the final six minutes of the flight 
made it one of the most bizarre stories in the history of the Intruder.
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WHAT WAS THE CAUSE?
It was determined that the root cause was metal fatigue in 

a small, but critical, component of the Martin-Baker GRU-7 
ejection seat. As LT Baden initiated the negative G maneu-
ver intended to unseat the stuck fuel tank valve, the top latch 
mechanism holding the seat in place had failed. This allowed 
LT Gallagher’s seat to travel up the rails, where he first felt 
his helmet hit the canopy. Less than a second after that, even 
though the seat’s rocket motor had not been activated, the 
ejection sequence timer fired the parachute drogue gun – 
shattering the right side of the canopy and allowing the seat 
to continue up the rails. As the main parachute deployed and 
became tangled in the empennage, the B/N was automatically 
separated from the seat. He was held in only by the force of 
the wind blast and restrained on landing by the risers.

After-action analysis led investigators to the conclusion 
that the stresses of carrier-based operations – notably catapult 
launches and arrested landings – had contributed to unantici-
pated and premature metal fatigue of the GRU-7 top latch 
window mechanism, a vital part of the seat’s ejection gun 
assembly. It was determined that the ejection gun mechanism 
in LT Gallagher’s seat had been manufactured in 1963. Post-
event inspection of all of VA-95’s aircraft revealed several 
seats with potentially compromised ejection guns. Ultimately, 
the Navy directed that all GRU-7 seats be closely inspected 
for signs of fatigue, and regular inspection procedures were 
enhanced to include more frequent and stringent tests. There 
has not been a repetition of this kind of mishap since.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
LT Keith Gallagher met VA-95 upon its return to NAS 

Whidbey Island in late November of 1991. He was returned to 
full flight status shortly thereafter, and on 9 January suited up 
for his first Intruder hop since his ordeal six months earlier. As 
it happened, not only was this flight with LT Baden, but in a 
twist of fate, their assigned aircraft was Lizard 515. Keith re-
lates, “. . . I remember slightly hyperventilating as I strapped 
in, until I forced myself to relax. My next flight was back to the 
carrier two days later. From then on, if I didn’t need my left 
hand for anything, I held onto the handle on the flight com-
puter between my legs. Kind of a security blanket, as it were.”

Keith continued to fly with the Green Lizards for more 
than a year, accruing a total of 73 additional arrested landings 
on ABE and earning his Centurion patch. He left the Navy in 
July 1993.

Keith went on to earn his MBA from Duke University’s 
Fuqua School of Business, graduating in 1995. Keith cur-
rently resides outside of Atlanta, GA, and leads the Market-
ing organization for SouthStar Energy, a part of the Southern 
Company that manages delivery of natural gas resources to 
residential, commercial, and industrial clients in several states. 
He and his wife of 28 years, Michelle, have two daughters, 
Mackenzie (19) and Megan (16). They enjoy traveling and 
enjoying life to its fullest.

The Badens – Mark, Race, Jordan and Tracey – on a walkabout in 
Australia.

The Gallaghers – Megan, Michelle, Keith, and Mackenzie at 
Stonehenge.

MAYDAY! continued...

LT Mark Baden completed his tour with VA-95 and was 
assigned to VT-7 at NAS Meridian, where he served as an 
instructor in the TA-4J for three years. He left active duty in 
the spring of 1996 and was hired by United Air Lines a few 
months later. He met his future wife, Tracey, when both were 
in New Hire training at United, and they were married in 
2000. They have two children: daughter Jordan (12) and son 
Race (8).

After more than 18 years with UAL, Mark and his wife 
have flown nearly every aircraft in the United fleet. Since 
2014 they have been based in Guam, serving destinations in 
the Western Pacific. In the spring of 2015, they each piloted 
flights of WWII veterans and their families to Iwo Jima for 
observations of the 70th anniversary of the battle there.

Their parallel careers with UAL in Guam now allow Mark 
and Stacey to home school their two children and to travel 
with them to global destinations ranging from Thailand, Cam-
bodia, Vietnam, Japan, and Hong Kong to Australia, France, 
and Italy. 

Mark notes, “Our story seems to make a lap around the in-
ternet every few years. I know it’s back when someone at work 
or an acquaintance says ‘You used to fly A-6s… I just saw this 
story where a guy got stuck out the top of an A-6 and they had 
to land back on the aircraft carrier.’ Yeah… I’m familiar with 
that story…” 

Editor’s Note: Our fellow Intruders have been quite busy 
with projects to resurrect two of our aircraft, and they are in 
need of financial help. In order to raise the necessary funds, 
these organizations have asked the Intruder Association to pro-
vide the opportunity and space to advertise in the Windscreen. 
Although the Intruder Association is not directly involved in the 
process of raising funds for these projects, the Board supports 
these efforts. You may feel safe in the knowledge that both proj-
ects are legitimate and have been vetted. In both cases, time is 
critical for their financial support, and it is hoped that you will 
be as generous and timely as your means will permit. 

Castle Air Museum  
Recovery and Restoration Project – A-6E 159579

Castle Air 
Museum requests 
the help of all 
Intruders in rescu-
ing A-6E 159579 
from the AMARG 
Facility at Davis-
Monthan AFB in Tucson, AZ. This aircraft was the same aircraft 
used in filming the 1991 movie “Flight of the Intruder” starring 
Danny Glover and Willem Dafoe. The last time it flew in service 
was aboard USS Carl Vinson with VA-196 where it was the 
CAG bird for that squadron.

The Navy has graciously approved this aircraft for restoral 
and display at the Castle Air Museum in Atwater, CA. However, 
in order to remove Bureau Number 159579 from AMARG and 
place it in a location where it can be disassembled and readied 
for transport to the Castle Air Museum, the museum needs to 
raise approximately $25,000 to get the aircraft out of AMARG.

We request the help of your association and its members 
to assist the museum in saving this special aircraft with a very 
unique history. I have attached a picture of her as she sits now in 
the Arizona Desert. Please help us in this quest. (Website: www.
castleairmuseum.org)

Your point of contact for donations or follow up questions is 
as follows: 

Joe Pruzzo 
Chief Executive Officer 

Castle Air Museum 
209-723-2178

PlIght of the Intruder: tWo restorAtIon Projects

Fort Worth Aviation Museum  
Recovery and Restoration Project – A-6E 155629

Save-a-Plane

During the Vietnam War, there was a program called. “Save-
a-Plane.” It prevented an airplane from flying through an area 
where artillery was being used, thereby preventing the aircraft 
and crew from becoming a friendly fire casualty. Here is an op-
portunity for you to do the same and “Save-a-Plane”!

There is an A-6E at Quonset Point, RI that is in danger of 
becoming a friendly casualty due to the closure of the Quonset 
Point Museum. The Quonset Point Museum was closed to the 
public in 2015, and the museum is legally bound to liquidate 
all of its assets. The Ft. Worth Aviation Museum has an oppor-
tunity to save this historic airplane. The plan is to bring it to Ft. 
Worth and make it a part of a collection of Vietnam-era mili-
tary aircraft – a large collection which includes the F-4, TA-4, 
A-4C, RF-8, F-111, F-105, A-7A, OV-10, T-38, CH-53, T-37, 
and more. (Check out the website at http://fortworthaviationmu-
seum.com)

This particular Intruder is in very good condition. Bureau 
Number 155629 was originally delivered to the Navy in 1968 as 
an A-6A. It was later converted to an A-6C and once again to an 
A-6E. It has a full avionics package with a full cockpit.

*URGENT ACTION REQUIRED*: If this airplane is not 
rescued soon, it will be struck, and it will be scrapped. There 
is no other museum interested in claiming the aircraft, and the 
National Naval Aviation Museum in Pensacola cannot keep the 
airplane. Time is critical. The airplane must be moved by Octo-
ber – action needs to be taken now!

Moving an A-6 is a major operation and requires private 
funding. The cost of moving the A-6E and making it ready for 
display is $60,000. The Ft. Worth Aviation Museum is a 501 (c) 
(3) organization. All donations are tax deductible.

To make your credit card donation or pledge, or to get ad-
ditional information, visit the website at http://fortworthavia-
tionmuseum.com/store/. If paying by check, please put “A-6 
Intruder Fund” on the memo line of your check. Make your 
donation payable to Ft. Worth Aviation Museum, 3300 Ross 
Ave., PO Box 161966, Ft. Worth, TX 76161, and Attn: A6 
Rescue and Recovery Project. For additional information, your 
point of contact is as follows:

Jim Hodgson
FWAM Executive Director

855-733-8627
txavi8or@gmail.com 
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Welcome Aboard
New aNd RetuRNiNg iNtRudeRs!

Michael Arnett .................. Mandeville, LA
Geoffrey Barefoot ............. Naples, FL
Larry Bonar ....................... Snohomish, WA
Robin Brennan  ................. Pembroke Pines, FL
David Buonconsiglio ......... Chester, VA
Jeff Burch .......................... Soldotna, AK
William Case ..................... Staunton, VA
Ross Chamberlain ............. Auburn, WA
David Conner .................... Virginia Beach, VA
Joseph Cotter .................... Ruther Glen, VA
James Crotty ..................... Meridian, ID
Ken Davis .......................... Toccoa, GA
Vaughn Davis .................... Scottsdale, AZ
Tommy Dobsch ................. Mission Viejo, CA
Maurice Doyle ................... Eden, NC
Robert E Dunn .................. Flint, MI
John Emby ........................ Dayton, OH
Brad Evans ........................ Harrison, MI
Joseph Feery ..................... Jackson, MI
James Fetty....................... Oak Harbor, WA
Tim Flynn .......................... Davenport, IA
Jim Frank .......................... Redmond, WA
Tom Furey ......................... Stevenson, WA
Phillip Gale ....................... Coffeyville, KS
John Gex ........................... Henderson, NV
Jeffrey Gregoire ................ Virginia Beach, VA
Paul Gronemeyer .............. Arlington, VA
Chris Hadinger .................. Dulles, VA
David Hanson ................... Fairmont, MN
William Hellemn ............... Brandon, FL
Sean Herilla ...................... Broken Arrow, OK
Allan Hewitt ..................... Vero Beach, FL
Darryl Hinkle ..................... Spencerville, OH

John Hoagland ................. Ottawa, IL
Larry Lassise ..................... Vero Beach, FL
Tom Lauderdale ................ Ridgefield, WA
Ralph Lee .......................... Huntingtown, MD
Andrew Licursi .................. Staten Island, NY
Mel Lolmaugh .................. Oak Harbor, WA
Edward Magee.................. Germantown, TN
David Mitchell ................... Virginia Beach, VA
John Murawski ................. Loudon, NH
Jim Neal ............................ Bonita Springs, FL
Lawrence Neece................ Prescott, AZ
Edward Pacheco ............... Warren, RI
Richard Parker .................. Colorado Springs, CO
Michael Payne .................. Leonardtown, MD
Russell Pearce ................... Gainesville, VA
Alfred Perez  ...................... Pomona, CA
Don Pike ........................... St Joseph, MO
Tom Pohlman ................... Spring, TX
Edward Prothero ............... Roseville, CA
Kevin Robbins ................... Virginia Beach, VA
Ron Roby .......................... Springfield, OH
Richard Rodgers ............... Olive Branch, MS
James Sauger ................... Livermore, CA
Robert Scherer .................. Lexington, KY
Duane Stickles .................. Diamond Bar, CA
Matthew Taylor................. Jefferson, OH
Alexis Vazquez .................. Coral Springs, FL
Mike Vizzier ....................... Coronado, CA
William Ward .................... Sutherlin, OR
Phillip Waters.................... Arvada, CO
Charles Wotring ................ Granger, IN
Rick Yasky ......................... Seaford, VA
John Young ....................... San Diego, CA
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MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW!!
This time last year we were saying farewell to our fellow Intruders as we left Old Town 

San Diego, and pledging to meet again in two years at a place to be determined. Since then, 
your Intruder Association leadership has selected our next reunion site; Virginia Beach has 
been chosen to host our 2018 Intruder Reunion. The Sheraton Norfolk Waterside Hotel will be 
“Reunion Central” - and the reservation desk is already up and running!

Rich in history and abounding in local attractions, there is much to see and do in the 
Tidewater area of Virginia. Colonial Williamsburg, Jamestown Settlement, the Virginia Air 
and Space Museum, and the USS Wisconsin Museum are just some of the famous attractions 
nearby. For those of you who wish to hit the beach, the seashore is just a short ride away. While 
you stroll the beach, you can visit the Naval Aviation Monument Park and see our Intruder 
Tribute which was proudly placed there on permanent display last May.

If you have not yet attended an Intruder Association Reunion, you might want to think 
about joining us next Spring. You will enjoy the camaraderie as you mingle with old friends 
and recall the memories. For those of us who are reunion “regulars”, you can bet this one will 
live up to the reputation of reunions past! Your Intruder Association Board and your VA Beach 
hosts are planning a full schedule of events to include our Friday Intruder Golf Tourney, a dinner 
cruise, and our Saturday evening Intruder banquet. As always, the Ready Room will be open, 
and the drinks will be flowing!

All you need to do right now is make your hotel reservations. We have selected the 
Sheraton Norfolk Waterside Hotel because it is situated in a beautiful location on the Norfolk 
Downtown Waterfront, and it is one of the few hotels in the Tidewater that can accommo-
date our large gathering. A sellout crowd is expected, and it is recommended that you make 
reservations as early as possible. Make sure that you get the Intruder Association reduced rate 
for your room! The following link is active on the Intruder Association website, and the hotel is 
ready for you to make your plans today. Don’t wait. The hotel will fill up quickly!

https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/A6INTR

Virginia Beach 2018 April 
12-15

Departing
LCDR O. Hugh Chitwood, USN (Ret)
CAPT Everett W. Foote, USN (Ret)

CAPT Jay T. Grafton, USN (Ret)
CDR Charles R. Hunsucker Jr., USN (Ret)

RADM Charles B. Hunter, USN, (Ret)
LCDR Lewis T. Hunter, USN (Ret)

CAPT Douglas McCrimmon, USN (Ret)
CAPT Norman B. Nash, USN (Ret)

CAPT David M. Short, USMC
ADM William N. Small, USN (Ret)
CDR Richard F. Taylor, USN (Ret)
CDR John R. Wunsch, USN (Ret)

INCOME
 Dues ........................ $8,200 
 Dividend Income .......... $29 
 Total Income ............. $8229

EXPENSES
 Web Site .................. $1,000 
 Credit Card Fees ......... $949 
 Legal Fees .................. $150 
 Reunion ...................... $300 
 Windscreen .............. $1,913 
 Total Expenses ........ $4,012

ACCOUNT TOTALS

 Operations ............. $80,773 
 Midway RR ............. $6,348 
 Whidbey Gateway . $10,355 
 Gateway Flags ......... $1,671 
 Scholarship Fund ........ $446 
 Intruder Tribute ..... $76,339

Total All Accounts ..... $175,932

Intruder Association Financials
1 Jan 17 to 30 Apr 17



The 
 INTRUDER ASSOCIATION Membership Application

Name _____________________________________________  New Applicant  Renewal Date___/___/___

Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City __________________________________ State _______________________ Zip _________ Tel ( ) ____________________

Spouse’s Name ______________________ E-mail __________________________ Your call sign or nickname _________________

Military Service: Retired  Active Duty  None 

Branch: ________________________________

Pilot  B/N  Maintainer  Ordy  Support  Associate 

War Veteran of: Korea  Vietnam  Gulf 

Service Dates (YY-YY) ___________Squadrons __________________

Carrier Air Wing/Marine Air Wing ______________________________

Membership:  1Yr $25  2 Yr $45  3 Yr $65

The Intruder Association is accepting new and renewal membership 
applications via PayPal on our website or by personal checks. To access 
the PayPal method, go to http://www.IntruderAssociation.org and select 
Join, for new members, or log in at Members Log In. To pay by personal 
check, please mail this application along with your check made payable to: 

The Intruder Association 
c/o Clyde Cain 

18407 Rangeland Rd.  
Ramona, CA 92065

For questions, contact Clyde Cain at membership@IntruderAssociation.org.

Click JOIN/RENEW link at www.IntruderAssociation.org

Join the Intruder Association today!
www.IntruderAssociation.org
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