United States Navy Attack Squadron VA-65
2008 Reunion

General Information

Event Dates:


May 23 through 26, 2008

Event Headquarters:
Wingate Inn
3101 Wingate Court
Columbia, Missouri

Event Host


Memorial Day Weekend

Salute to Veterans Corporation

303 West Boulevard South

Columbia, Missouri, 65203
On Site Coordinators

Chris & Kay Egbert   



2308 Deer Creek Court

Columbia, Missouri 65201

chris-kay@mchsi.com
Home phone: 573-875-4758

Cell phone:
573-999-1914

VA-65 Coordinators


Steve Brinker, 317-695-0273


Ed Pella, 615-482-0443

Salute to Veterans Corporation Welcomes VA-65
The Salute to Veterans Corporation welcomes USN Attack Squadron VA-65 to our 20th annual Salute to Veterans Celebration which includes a two-day airshow during the Memorial Day Weekend, May 23-26, 2008.  For more information concerning our organization and the 2007 celebration and airshow as well as what you will experience at the 2008 event check out our website at www.salute.org.  
We have make rooms available to you at the Wingate Inn, one of our headquarter hotels.  You will be given our special rate of $45.10 a night for two in the room which is an all-inclusive charge (no tax) that also includes a full hot buffet line breakfast.  The Wingate Inn will provide VA-65 with a Ready-Room during your stay.

The following is an overview of what you will experience at this year’s Salute to Veterans Celebration:
Friday May 23rd you will attend a Hangar Party at the Columbia Regional Airport.  A buffet line supper is served, Budweiser provides the beverages. VA-65 will be recognized along with the other honored guests.  Awards are presented to the military demonstration teams. This event is casual attire.

Saturday May 24th you will attend an airshow at the Columbia, Missouri Regional Airport.  We will provide you with a private air-conditioned room at the airshow for relaxing which you will share with our other honored guest which includes the WWII Tuskegee Airmen, the Woman Airforce Service Pilots (WASP).  Lunch is on your own on the tarmac which you can bring to the private room.  At noon each day of the airshow we ask you to join the other honored guests in a short Parade of Honor, led by bagpipers, to Show Central where you will be introduced to the crowd who have gathered there for our Salute to the Nation Ceremony.  This event is casual attire.     

Saturday night you will attend the Honored Guests and Volunteers Banquet.  You will enjoy this high point of our celebration with a wonderful carved buffet and fine wine at your table.  VA-65 will be introduced to 500 plus attendees.  This event is formal attire.  Coat and tie for men and corresponding dress for women.
Sunday May 25th is another day of airshow activities that follows the Saturday format.  Sunday evening is set aside for your private reunion dinner and memorial time.

Monday May 26th (Memorial Day) at 9:15AM, you will be transported to downtown Columbia to board your own float or trolley to ride in the Salute to Veterans Parade.  The U.S. Army Special Operations Command Parachute Team, the Black Daggers, will “jump-start” the event by parachuting into eight intersections along the parade route.  All of the aircraft from the airshow will fly over the parade as a salute to fallen comrades.  At the end of the parade you will have up front reserved seating at the military ceremony at the Boone County Court House.  VA-65 will be introduced to the crowd.  The ceremony will conclude at noon.
Hotel Reservations

The hotel rate is $45.10 per night for single or double occupancy (all-inclusive charge, no tax).  The cut off date for the reduced room rate 4-25-08.  Make your reservations early!  The rates are good from 5-20-08 through 5-26-08.  

Be sure to mention you are with “VA-65” when making your reservation.  
The following is the contact information for the Wingate Inn:     Manager is Krisa Patel
Wingate Inn

3101 Wingate Court

Columbia, Missouri

573-817-0500

If you have any problem, contact Chris or Kay Egbert

Directions to Wingate Inn, Columbia Missouri

From Kansas City Missouri area (West of Columbia) 

Take I-70 east to Columbia, exit at 128 A.  At off ramp light, turn right.  The very next light is I-70 Drive SE, turn left.  At Keene Street, turn right.  The Wingate Inn is the third hotel on the right.
From St. Louis Missouri area (East of Columbia)

Take I-70 west to Columbia, exit at 128 A.  At off ramp light, turn left.  At I-70 Drive SE, turn left.  At Keene Street, turn right.  The Wingate Inn is the third hotel on the right.
From southern Missouri area (South of Columbia)

Take Highway 63 north to the I-70 exit.  At the first light make a right onto I-70 Drive SE.  At Keene Street, turn right.  The Wingate Inn is the third hotel on the right.
From Northern Missouri area (North of Columbia)

Take Highway 63 south to the I-70 exit.  Stay on Highway 63 South, cross over I-70 and at I-70 Drive South East turn left.  At Keene Street, turn right.  The Wingate Inn is the third hotel on the right.
2008 VA-65 Reunion Registration Form
Instructions:
1. Fill out the registration form.  (please print)  

2. Indicate (for each activity) the number of people you are paying for.

3. Total the amount at the bottom of the form.

4. Make check payable to Chris Egbert, VA-65 2008 Reunion Site Coordinator 
5. Mail registration form and check to Chris Egbert, 2308 Deer Creek Court, Columbia Mo. 65201

6. Check and registration form must be received by 5-1-08.
Name: _______________________________________________________________________                       

Spouses (or other) Name: ________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Telephone:  ___________________________________________________________________

Arrival Date and Time: ___________________________________________________________

ACTIVITY  


COST 



NUMBER PAYING FOR
Two Day Airshow

Free

Hanger Party

 
$10.00 per person


___Friday, 5-23-08

Banquet

 
$35.00 per person


___Saturday, 5-24-08

VA-65 Dinner 

$10.00 per person


___Sunday, 5-25-07

Ready Room 

$10.00 per registration         
(Beer, wine, snacks)
Total cost for two people (all events)

$120.00
Total cost for one person (all events)

$  65.00







Total of your check 




$_______________
Additional Information, Services and Activities
Dear VA-65 Reunion Attendees,

My name is Chris Egbert.  I served with VA-65 from 1965 to 1968, AMS-3.  My wife Kay I would like to welcome you to Columbia, Missouri and the 2008 VA-65 Reunion.  Missouri is the “show me” state and we will do our best to “show you” a good time.   We don’t think you will find a more patriotic way to spend your 2008 Memorial Day weekend than here with us in Columbia, Missouri.  You will see and enjoy Americana at its best. 
In addition to the weekend reunion activities, the State of Missouri has a lot to offer such as the Arch in St. Louis, country music in Branson, fishing in the Ozarks and the list goes on.  If you would like to vacation in Missouri and you need help or information feel free to contact us anytime between now and Memorial Day, 2008. 
For those who would like to come in a few days early and play golf, those arrangements can be made. If you like to gamble, we have a gambling boat 30 minutes from Columbia along the Missouri River.  If you don’t want to gamble you can enjoy a bottle of wine and watch the sun set over the Missouri River at one of our local wineries. 

Our point of contact will be the VA-65 Ready Room in the lobby of the Wingate Inn.  This is where you will be able to pick up information, relax, make contacts, and reminisce with your fellow squadron mates.

If you are driving be sure to bring a lawn chair with you.  You will need this at the airshow.  The “bag” type chairs are easer to handle on the bus.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us.  We are looking forward to seeing you in 2008.








Chris & Kay Egbert
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